[Implantable catheter systems. Experience with 205 patients].
In a five-year period (1983-1988) catheters were implanted in 205 patients (118 venous, 31 peritoneal, 29 arterial, 25 epidural and 2 pleural), using the same system (Port-a-Cath). Total implant duration was 88,345 patient days (242 patient years). On average there was one catheter complication per 2000 patients days. The only catheter-system infections occurred with peritoneal catheters. This relatively low complication rate was probably due to the use of only one system, a uniform implantation technique practised by only three surgeons, and strict postoperative supervision by the oncology nursing team.